AND | DE ATH, OF MISTRIS 
CATHERIN BRETTERGYH, LATE 
"wiſe of Maſter William BREZTT EAN 
of Bretterghoult, in the Countie of 
* Laxncatter Gentleman, 
' With the manner of a bitter conflict fhee 
* * had with Satan, and bleſſed conqueſt by 


CHRIST, before ber death, to the 


great glory of God, and comfort 
of all bebollert. 
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15 8 , Reioyce not againſt me, O mine enemies : though I fall; L 
. je againe : And mben L ſit in darkeneſſe,ghe Lord [ball 
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Earle the uprighit man, and bebold the iuft: for the end 
4 eee peace. 
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' TO THE CHRISTIAN READ ER. 


grace and peace in Izsvs Cuxisr. 


— Hen Acbimaas the ſoone of Zadoc requeſted 
hat he might be the meſſenger to bring Dauid 


er him: T how ſhalt ot (ſaith he) be the meſſen- 

ger to day, but thou ſhalt carry newes another 

imme, but to day thor ſhalt carry none; for the 

ra Kings ſonne is dead. He knew Dauids affection 

— as ſuch, that the newes of his childes death 

would be molt heavie to him, and the meſſenger fimſelſe not wel- 
come for his meſſage ſake. : 

This is all our infirmitie, no tidings mote grievous to us, then 
when wee heare of the death of thoſe whom wee loue. The Parent 
bewailes his Chiide, the Husband his Wife, the Friend laments the 
death of his Friend, and wee thinke it the lofle of another friend to 
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word of Abſoloms death, Ioab would not ſul- . fam 1. 


19 20. 


depart with this our griefe, /acob mourned for Loſeph his ſonne, ther Gen. 35.3. 


bee would not be comforted of a long ſeaſon, but thought hee would 
weepe for him as long as he liued. When the Amalekites had burned 
Zahlag, and led away captiue the mens wiues and their children, Da- 
vid andhis company wept, till they could weepe no more. When La- 
Auer died, his ſiſters Afartha and Mary were much diſcomforted 
for him; So heauy a thing wee ſee it is to bee ſeuered for a time from 
theſe that are deare unto us. One onely thing there is, v hich is able 


in this caſe much to temper our affections; when we ſee our friend to 


die inthe Lord; that is,- in comfort of conſcience, and aſſurance of 
falvation through Chr:/#. 

This bleſſed departure God giues tomany,for diuers good purpo- 
ſes, Firſt, that the world may know that peace is the end of the juſt, 
and comfort in death is the portion of the righteous. Secondly, that 
his cternall truth in our holy profeſſion may appeare to bee able to 
comfort us not onely in our life, but in our deathalſo,when all other 
comforts forſake us. Thirdly that our enemies may ſee, our faith is 
not in vaine. Fourthly, that the weake by their example may be en- 
couraged to a holy liſe, when they ſee it bring with it: ſo happy a 
death, and that they may be ſtrengthened againſt the feare of death, 
ſeeing it is __ comfortable to thoſe that lead a godly life, Fifth- 
ly, and finally, that the _ ofthe departed, by their heaucnly de- 
parciite, may be admoniſhed not to mourne ſo much for their death, 
a8 to rejoyce for their life, and to than God, that ever it was their lot, 
in any degree to be ioyned or — with ſo bleſſed ſervants of mr 
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This Gentle woman, Miſtreſſe Katherine Brettergh was one of 


this number: her life,asJongasGodicontiniied it, was deere to thoſe 
among whom ſhe was, as the Hife ofa friend might be. Her husband, 
friends, kinsfolks, brethren, ſiſters, and all the godly that knew her, 
enioyed a great bleſſing of God of her: and her death(no doubt) was 
grievous to her husband, as the death of a vertuous yokefellow. 
This is the thing I thought with profit might bee preſented to the 
vie w of other alſo that knew her not: for when I had for my owne 
priuate uſe, and the uſe of my friends faithfully collected (out of the 
freſh memories of thoſe that were preſent, and eye-witneſſes as well 
as my ſelfe) and ſet downe the manner of her ſickneſſe and death: I 
conſidered, that the knowledge thereof could not but bee welcome 
to all thoſe that deſire to dye the death of the righteous. And ſo the 
ſame cauſesthat moued me to collect it, gaue mee alſo occaſion to 
Nas an publiſh it. I remembred the aying of one, T hat it is great pietie to ſer 
uon d Forth the vertues of the departed if they haue excelled therein; yea it is 
B9{t1;8. a mzanes to increaſe grace in our ſeluer. I thought ſo great mercie of 
God ſhewed to one among us, ought not tobe forgotten, but ſhould 
remaine to us and our children an example, to teach us how good 
God is to them that loue him, and to aſſure us that he will neuer for. 
fake us; but, in like manner as he did her, helpe and comfort us, when 
wee ſhall by death be called unto him. I conſidered the ungodly and 
udcharitable tongues ofthe Papiſts abiding in our Countrey, who, 
fince her death haue not ceaſed to giue it out, that ſhe 1 
and by her comfortleſſe end, ſhe wed that ſhe profeſſeda comfortlai 
Religion. Whereinthey bewray their malice and madneſſe, and ſhew 
themſelues of what generation they are, euen a people (aich Teremie 
ler. g. which bend their tongues like bowes for lies e and(as Danid\aith)make 
Pſal. i i. 2. ready their arrowes to ſhoot at them which Are uprig hit in Heart. An 
laſtly, when] remembred the cenſure gluen by our Sauioùr Chriſt of 
the woman, that powted coſtly oyritmient on his head] a little before 
his Paſſion, though ſome of his diſciples unjuſtly blamed her for 
the ſame,ſaying,W hat needed this wait? yet he himſelfe did not only 
excuſe her for that fact, ſaying, ſhe did it to bury him but alſo com- 
Mar. 26. 71 manded, that whereſoeuer the Goſpell ſhould bee preached thong home 
3 9.10." 1» the world, there alſathat which ſhee had done ſpould be ſpoken of, far 4 
123. nemoriall of her. Even ſo, ſeeing this vextuous Gentlewoman bath 
beenunjuſtly accuſed by ſome popiſh perſons, Ithought it fit, chat ſhe 
ſhouldnot onely be juſtly excuſed, but allo thata true hiftory of her 
holy life and Chriſtian death, ſhauldþe now publiſhed in print, as a 
briefe hiſtory to he ſeene and read ſora memoxiall of her... 
I had no other odeurs Where with to embalme her, I am hut the 
penman, the thing it ſelfe was her owne, wroughtin ber by the ſpirit 
of diuine providence, the which God grant that we may all imitate. 
Amen. L R - 
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"The holy Life and (hriſtian Death + 


of Miſtris KAT HER IN 
| BRETTERGH. 


bis Gentlewoman was bozne in C be ſhire 
the daughter of John Breuen, of Breuen- 
ſtapleford Eſquire, well deſcended, and of 
SS an ancient Yonſe. Mer education befoze 
her marriage was ſuch, as betame the pꝛo⸗ 
feſſton of the Goſpell, in godlineſſe and 
9 puricy of ſ\tfe and Religion, and well bes 
ſeemed the houſe where ſhee was brought Staple. 
vp. The Scriptures ſhee knew from a childe, and by reading fer. 
thereof, gained luch knowledge, that ſhee was able readily to ap⸗ 
ply them when occaſion was offered, as we map lee at the time of 
her death, and that ſo ficly, and effectually, that thee ſeemed to 
baue made them ber dayly meditation. Foz the chings of this 
wonꝛld thee was moderate, and ſober, and by her Chziffian life and 
death, ſhee might teach many Gentlewomen, how vaine the plea⸗ 
ſures and faſhions of this Toz1d are, and how karre vnable ta 
bꝛing that peace to a diſtreſſed heart, that che embzacing of true 
Religfon can. | 
Sbee uſed not to gad abꝛoad with wandzing Dinah, to dancing Gen. 3% 7. 
greenes, markets, 02 publique aſſemblies; but rather with Ha 152.1.9 13. 
nah did chuſe to tread bpon the duſt of the Sanctuary, and 
malke in the waies of Son; yea, with David rather to be a doore- Plal. 84,70, 
keeper in the houſe of God than to haue ſocietie with the wicked, 
or to dwell in the tents and tabernacles of the ungodly. The Sab- 
bath-day was alwaies deere and welcome to her, what time ſhee 
would not be without the Moꝛd preached; though manytimes: the 
went farre fo2 it. Her delight was till co conſecrate it glorious to the 
Lord, And as it is ſaid of logah, his heart melted When he heard 2. Ki. 23. 19. 
the Law; ſo map it be ſaid oł her, her heart was ſo tender, and full 
of compaſſion, that ofcentimes the was ſeene to _ Sermons, 


reade dmeditate with teres. 1 „ quit 
Map, an . ber 


- 


1 he Chriſtian life and death - 


hee made conſcience of all ſinne ; yea, ofthe feaff Cane, ſuch 
as wo2lvlings count no linne : ſhee neuer ved to lweare oath great 
no? 

ſpeeches; no not ſo much as a ieſt⸗lye, oz immodeſt woꝛd; neither 
durſt ſhee name the name of G O O, or fake his titles in ber 
mouth without great reverence; In pzſuate ſpeech where hee 
might ſpeake with pzofic, ſhee did ic ſo well, that her ſpeeches 
might haue beene delivered by a ſtronger veſſel then her ſelfe : 
her woꝛds being lo well ſeaſoned, and pzoceeding from ſuch a Cans 


pas. 16, 33 (Lifted heart, did alwaies miniſter grace to the hearers. 


To reade, to pꝛap, to ling, to meditate, was her dayly exerciſe, 
and her thieleũt delight was in the holy ſociety of the Saints vpon 
earth ( which A ſap not fo2 any cauſe, but onely to ſhem the foun⸗ 
talne from whence her godlyend flowed, and that the Wiozldmayp 
ſeeſomethere be, which chuſe rather to ve ioynen with the people 


Heb 15. of God, than to enioy the pleaſures of ſinne for a ſeaſon; andtheſe 


2. Tim. 3.6, 


7. 
Act. 17. 11. 
12. 


I doubt not haue choſen the better part.) Finally, the pꝛecepts of 
the Lom were pzecious bnto her; foꝛ from her childehood te fea» 
red God, and walked befoze him; both knowledge and ſanctiſtca⸗ 
tion did loyne in her, the kruits and effects whereof did appeare 


in her life, and was lerne at her death, to the glozy of God, and - 


comfozt of all beholders. 
She was not like the ſimple Popiſh women ol our dayes which 
are euer learning, and neuer able to come to the knowledge ofthe 
truth; but rather like the Noble men and women of Berea, which 
recefited the Moꝛd of God with readinefſe, and were able to diſ⸗ 
terne of Paul and Silas pzeaching. But why doe I ſpeake-of Pos 
pilh women, whoſe vnderſtandings are darker chen the varkenelle 
of Egypt: Let vs come and examine many other which ſeeme to 
veceſt Poperie, and aske them a reaſon of their faith; they can 
tell you a tale of their ruffes, and their ide, and their vanity x 
but tog Religion, it is the lealt thing thepr o) ecke to knows 
ich A ſpeake not ſo much to ſolate my ſeiſe in the ſinnes and ſim⸗ 
Plicitie of others, as earneſtly deſiring all Genclewomen, that ei⸗ 
rr 
lead ot your gat home, wherempouP2 Nun, ane 
piune pour ſolues, -tolooke intorhis Flalle defoze pour eyes, chat 
ſo her like, nan e eee as 


lt ; no2 pet to abule her tongue wich vaine oz vuſceinely 


o{ Miſtris Katheri w. erg. 5 

Mhen ſhe was about ewenty peares old, (by the canſent oł her 

ſelfe and her friends) ſhe mas married to a poung Lancaſhire Gen» 

tleman, Pater William Brettergh of Bretterghoult neere Liuer- 

E : one chat likewiſe embꝛacen Religion ltucerely, and log the 
me indured many grieuances at the hands of Papilts. 

TL wopeares and moze ſheliued after ſhe was married, and had 


iſſue onelp one daughter: during which time, this couple ligedco* ,,,, Brer- 
gether in ſuch mutuall iop and comfozt, as well beſeemed the chil⸗ teygb. 


dꝛen of God, which make p2ofeslion of his truth. And alchough 
this Gentlewoman came from the inhabitants of Abraham, co 


dwellin Sodome, amidſt the tents of Kedar, that is ta ſap, among pal iz0. 5. 


inhumane bands of bzucih Papiſts, induring many tempozall 
grieuances from them, pet her knowledge, patience, milde inclina⸗ 
tion, and conſtancie.foz the truth was ſuch, as that her husband 
was further builded vp in Religion by her meanes, and his face 
daply meze and maze hardened againſt the deuill, and all his 
plaguie agents: the Popiſh Recuſants, Church Papiſts, prophane 
Acheiſts, and carnall Proteſtants, which (warmed together like 
Hoznetsin-thole parts. 

At is not vyknowne to Lancaſhire, what Poſes aud Cattell of 
ber husbands wore killed vpon his grounds in the night, moſt bars 
baroully at tus ſeuerall times by Seminary Pzieſts, (no queſti- 
on) and Recuſants that lurked thereabouts. And what a loſſe and 
binderance ic was unto him, being all the ſtocke he had on his 
grounda to am purpoſe: This fell out not long after ſhee was 
married ta him; pet this was lo far re from diſmaping ber, 02 woꝛ⸗ 
king ſueh panũions in her, as are common to her ſex, that ſhe ra- 
. —— then ſorrowed; turning it into matter of pꝛayſing * 9b» 


Nubmitting ber ſeffe to bis good pzoulvence. Ot thee bein- 


wouldbaue ſnib, Ji goodthat ſuchchingsbee; but woe bee to %% 
thoin that dos them, At is gon in God, thereby to checken bis 0. 


chilvzen, any menen 


ſome linne, which be ſaw vs like to fall into. x b Hes · 


A is gad in reſpectof Gods Church, that the weake may be-con- , r. 
firmed in the with, ond that Napittey may be viſgrased, when che £2407 
Menlo halb fre luch wickedneſſe-ftow from it. Je is good in 


Gd, tharlsthe wicked may bet without excuſe at che day of 
iungement, mhentheir conſcience all tell ehem, that homſoeuer 
SDD dans them to doe lach dalia: ln dan iu cauſe 


Mat. f. 44: would d eche lie, and bieſſe chem that Gifſed him And fox feare © 


Wh Fo 


Gen. 33. 


3-4- hatt ut Bſau his bother: and Dauid by bis kindeueiꝭ in the cave, | 


1. Saw. 24 
17.18 


Ge. 24. 63+ Iſacks 


know Y | A 
Dfeencimes 4110 ahi erect 


| what wzacke they bann | . — 
forth the wickedneſſe erevf, Dip timtsthe weuld pay that 


and kept hertimesofpyaping, readi 


mercies of God are it | *. 
flo by blo Jaller, nabe bs 1 Kin . — 


enemies know, w * Ts Uh — — 5; aid 
wylle they let 


God would foꝛgiuetbem. which had — hurt ns ſod | 
chem ance+2 and ſhe wonlorallvponherbuſband; that hee 


leſfher bul band ould faile in chat potacthzoughinfirmity and 
wedkielle, as it is ſaid of Job, who offered ſacrifice for his ſonnes, 
left peradventure they ſhould fine, and blaſpheme God in their 
_ lo chee neuer kailed, birtdayly pzayedbatothe Lo to ſan⸗ 
deen e thoughran ir his heat aright, one ly co 

vs top, without eirber deſire of deuenge, o) latiffying- | 

” — So humble was her ſpirit, ſo careful to . 
auoide and pytuent inne, boch in her leife and others: and ſo milde 1 
of nature, that as lacob with his mildneſle ſoſtueb che malicious 


changed the fury of Saul, into weeping and conkelſlon, chat Dauid 
was moze rixhteousthanhee lo ches by her meckeneſle; dumili⸗ 
ty, and Vnſpotted carriage in the Miozld, lozcedlomeotthe acre 
lartes eligton; colpeakewell of her. 

Foz her like, ſhe was wellrepozted of alltharkatwhet: Pitls ? 
fill and bountifull was ſhee to the pooje, and flacked no'oppojitt- 
nity to doe good wherein he could; but conſtant y helvhercoutle, 
and meditating, (wherein 
thee had pleatifull gifts) and tally'bſed the lane at ſuch” 7 
times as wers biteiug foz Wa gy Ac the ererti⸗ 

ſes of Religion, as paper and tnfiruecton in hevfamily, We au 
not be manting: beſides pꝛiudts pꝛaxer, and medicationwhichthe 
— — —— — as allo abzoad © 
ſecretly and ſollkarily iu de —— (Garden; oz Fields, as 
manner was. criptures ſhee bled gut 
moꝛe tocalkoher ſelle, eight Chapters a dap at the leatt, Pons 
the time which thee law cuilt oz idely lpenc, - without doing yr | 
dees, thee vizy-to Fall che time ol tentation, Mau times alla 


2 of Miſtris Katherin Brettergh. 5 
je would read ſome gadly walter, oꝛ expoſicoz of Scripture, oz in 
'" Chebooke of Party2s; and was ſeene co weepe inoft bitterly, when 
|.  efther Gehadread of that which touched her affections neere, oz 
-* *  ofthecrucU Partypdome, which the deere Childzen of God were Exo. 2; 12, 
.&-” * put vaco,bythecruell and wicked tyzants of fozmer dayes. Fal. is 4. 
An Yopery, the ſawit fo groſſe and foolith, that the woulv not fn f. e 
once name it except it were ta argue againſt it, hut neuer for its ſs 8 53" 
zealous was ſhee of Gods glozy, and loues the truth fo entirely, Eccleſ. 4. 
that ſhee mould not onte open her mouth to plead fo Baal. 25.28. 
Sinne aboue all things was hateful vnts her, foz thereat ſhee 
would haue grieued, as well when ſhee had ſeene it in others, as in 
her ſelfe. One 02 two examples J cannot omit, wherein ſhee be⸗ 
maped a wozehy ſpirit, ſanccified by the Spirit of God, and pꝛe⸗ 
pared fot all the aſſaults of Satan. Dn a time, as her huſbandand 
ſhee were riding toward the Church, he was angry with his man: 
Alas husband (quoth ſhee) I ſeare your heart is not right towards 
God, that can be thus angry for a trifle: And weeping thee ſaid fur- 
ther, you muſt pray agaluſt this your affection, and alwayes bee ſure | 
1 your anger bee of God, for elſe how dare you appeare this day be- { 
fore his Minifter 2 And offer up your prayers in the publike congre- | 
' gation of the Saints of God? Another time a Tenant of her hul⸗ 
bands, being behind with his rent, hee veſiredhim to bears pet 
with him a quarter of à yeare, which he did, and when the man | 
bzought his money, with teares ſhee ſaid co her huſband: 1 fearo "7 
ou doe not well to take it of him though it be your right, for I doubt | 
is not well able to pay it, and then you oppreſſe the poore. So | 
great a compaſſion had ſhee of other mens wants, that ali things 
| being duely conſidered, and rightly weighed, methinks Imap lay 
1 of her, as Paul ſaid ot Timothie, I know none like minded. 

Chus after ſhe was married, ſhe continued in the things ſhee P bil a 20. 
had learned, and held her pzofeſſion with luch ſincerity, that the 
common enemies to our religion (the very Papiſts) had nothing 
to ſay againſt her, but conkeſled her life was vnrepꝛoucable. Aud 
as fo2 the godlp that knew her, they alwayes arkuomledged that 
modeſty, and vertuous cartiage in her, toyned wich knowledge and 
pꝛattiſt of all the datiesof religion, that they han tuſt catiſe to re- 
poztofher,as of a ſound andfaithfull pzofefſoz oł the Golpell. 
Two peeres, —— —— boich her bald 


——— 6 The Chriſtian life and death 
: till about Whitſontide; it pleaſed God ta ſend her that ſickeneſſe 
Anno Don. wWhereot on Mbit ſunday 1601. ſhe died. | | 
2607, Her licknelle tooke her in the manner of a hot burning Ague, 
which made her accozding to the nature of ſuch diſeaſes, now and 
then to talke ſomewhat ively, and thꝛougb the tempters ſubtiltie, 
which abuſed the inftrmicie ol her body to that end, as hee ↄften⸗ 
times vleth to doe in many, from idle wozu, to deſcend into a hea» 
ute conflict, wich the infirmitte ol her owne ſpirit; fromthe which 
pet the Lon pꝛeſentip and wonderfully deliuered her, giuing ſo 
ioyfull an iſſue to the tentation, that ſhee might well vſethe woꝛds 
Hai. 54 8. ok the Bꝛophet, as afterwards ſhe did, For a moment O Lord thou 
diddeſt hide thy face from mee, for a little ſeaſon, but with euerla- 
May 23. ſting mercy thou hadſt compaſſion on me. Dn Saturday ſeuen ; night 
| befoze Whitſunday, what time (he ſickned, ſhe began to feele ſome 
little infirmity and weakenelſe of faith, moze chan (he had wont 
May 25. toſhew,but thee ſoone overcame it. On Munday night it enerea⸗ 
| ſed bpon her, and the afſaule of the enemie began to be ſharpe, and 
ſo continued till the next day at afternoone ; what time God deli⸗ 
uered her, and ſenther peace, and comfo2t of conſcience, and ſo 'en- 
creaſed the ſame in her continually till che died. The manner of 

ber affliction waschts : 1 4168} 
1 Firft, the ſeuerity of Gods iullice, and the greatneſſe of her 
41.7110" \innes began to come into her minde, whlch much afflicted her, 
3146s 5, and ſhee would often ſpeake of ic, Then ſhee accuſed her lelfe of 
Fox  Þ21de, that ſhe had delighted too much in her ſelfe, and her beauty. 
X.£dward Afterwards he thought the bad no faith, but was full of bppocris 
4ſpinwall. ſie, and had not embzaced religion ſo earnelly; noz glozified God 
A. jon ſo worthily(elpecially with her tongue, which oft ſhe repeated) nor 
| Arn " loued him lo ſincerelp, as lhe ought to haue doae. Sometime ſhe. 
M4d Bret: would caſt her Bible from her, and ſay: It was indeed the booke 
tergb. of life, but ſhee read the ſame unproſitably, and therefore feared it 
e was become to her the booke of death. Sometimes the would ſap 
— us ber ſumes had made her a pꝛey to Satan; a ſpectacle to the woꝛltʒ 
illian a dilgrate to religion: and a ſhame to her huſband, kindzed, and all 
mood vrd. ttue Chiiltians : and here ſhe would weepe bitteriy. Sometime 
Elizabeth che oziginall coꝛruption wherein the was bome, tranbled hex, and 
ghallenen. the lines of her parents, and the common parents of all, cho eaters 
of the forbidden. fruie3 ag if that had made her vnwoꝛthe of — | 


n. * * A 
— : : 
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and were then laid to her charge. Payp times ſhee accuſed her ſelfe 
of impatience,bewatling the want of feeling Gods Spirit, and ma⸗ 
king doubt of her election, and ſuch like infirmſties. She wiſhed 
that the had neuer been bone, oz that ſhe had beene made any other 
creature, rather than a woman, She cried out oftentimes, Woe 
woe, woe, &c. a weake, a wofull, a wretched,a forfaken woman, and 
ſuch like pitifull complaints againſt her ſelfe, with teares continu⸗ 
ally trickling from her eyes. She complained of grieuous thirft, 
ſuch as all the water in the ſea could not quench (and pet when 
dzinke was giuen her, ſometimes refuſed it, ſometimes tooke a ve⸗ 
rp little of it:) ſweat burſt out vpon her exceedingly, and ſometime 
ber body burned extreame ly. So it ſeemed the ſorrowes of death 
hemm' d her in, and the griefes of hell laid hold upon her. Some⸗ 
times ſhe was very dull in pꝛaper, and once when ſhee would haue 
ſaid, Leade vs not into temptation, ſhe made a ſtop, ſaying, I may not 
pray; I may not pray ( being interrupted, as ſhe ſaid by Satan) and 
ſo ſhewed much diſcomfoze : howbeit ſhe wasnotlefc till ſhe could 
both pꝛap, and make confeſſion of her faith with ſpectall applica- 
tion to her ſelle. Belides theſe firy darts ol Satan, he was once oz 
twice troubled with vaine ſpeeches, as of herlchilde, the killing of 
ber huſbands cattell, chat thee thought ſhe ſaw afire by her, gc. 
But euery one law that theſe things pꝛoceeded of weakneſſe,empe 
tineſſe of her head, awd want of lleepe, which her diſeaſe would 
Thele fits, though they were fo2 the time grieuous to her ſelfe, 
anddiſcomfoztable to her friends; yet were they neither long, no2 
continuall, but in the very middeſt of chem would ſhee oftentimes 
Cite teſtimony of her faith, Ciriuing and fighting againſt her tenta⸗ 
tions. Many times when the ſtanders by iudged her afflictions at 
the ſharpeT, would ſhe call vpon God, ſifting vp her epes and 
hands to heauen, and deſirc him to giue her ſtrength againſt her ten- 
cations. Many times with a cheerefull countenance ſhee would des 
five choſe that were by, not to faint, oz to giue her ouer, but conſtant⸗ 
lv. to pꝛap, and helpe her againſt the tempter. Once inthe mivd'll cf 


ber tentation, being demanded by Maſter William Fox: whether „ Far. 


ſhe did beleeue the promiſes of God, or no? and whether ſhe could 


pray ? the anſwered ; O that Icould, I would willingly but hee will nk 


not let me. Lord Ibeleeue, helpe . which ſhe pꝛonoun⸗ 
B 2 ter 


— 
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ten with a ſtill voyce. And when he replied, that if che hav a velice - 
to pꝛap and beleeue, ſhe did pꝛap and beleeue, and that ſo effectually, 
that hell gates ſhould not ouercome her, accoꝛding to that of the 

2Cor.9.12 Apoſtle: God accepreth it according to that a man hath, not accor- 
| ding to that a man hath not: ſhe wag much comfozted thereby. 
withaw Once after a great conflict with Satan, the ſafd : Satan reaſon 
Brettergh. not with me, I am but a weake woman, if thou haue any thing to 
ſay, ſay it to my Chrift; he is my advocate, my ſtrength, and my re- 
deemer, and he ſhall plead for me. Sometimes when ſhee was afs 
fticted with the accuſation of her Innes, and want of feeling Gods 
| mertp, ſhe would wich manp a pittifull ſob and much weeping, pray 
10bn Bree. do the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, to helpe and comfort her a poore, woefull, 
zegb, diſtreſſed woman, and requeſtedothers topꝛap fox her. And when 
ſhce was mooued to make confeſſion of her faith, the would doe it 
Edwurd oftentimes, ſaping the Apoltles Creed, and concluding the ſame 
Aſpiuwall. with woꝛds of application to her ſelfe. I beleeue the remiſſion of 
(my) linnes, the reſurrection of (my) body, and eternall lite (to 
me) Amen. And hauing done, thee would pꝛay God to confirme 
ber in that faith, euer concluding with the Lords prayer, as de- 
uoutly and reuerently, as any that were pꝛeſent. A Chꝛiſtian friend 
who by his vaplp attendance on her, diſcharged the duty of a faith⸗ 
lien kull Chziſtian, ſtanding by told her chat no tentation had befallen 
woodward, her, but that which appertained to the childe vf God, and that God 
is faithful and true, and had promiſed to giue an iſſue with the tenta- 
tion: whereas the expꝛelled great comfort, ; 
Maſter Edward Aſpinwall, a faithfull profefſour of the truth, 
and a true Iſraelite, was much with her in the time of her ſickneſſe, 
1%4i.40.1,2+ ad miniſtred much heauenly inſtruction vnte her, and comfoꝛzted 
28, 29, 30- her at all times with apt places of Scripture, meeting with her 
—  3'-temptations ; and ſo put the ſwoꝛd ok the ſpirit into her hand. He 
1.47.3 9, pzopounded to ber the mol plenttkull comfozts of Gov vnto his 
| = . Church, in che 40, 41,423and43.-Chapters of Iaiah, vttered 
IIal 41. r. 8. ſuch ſpeeches and yhꝛaſes, as might molt fitly anſwere her dilc 
3.4.5.6. 7. fo2ts. Allo he directed her toconſiver the Baſſion and Pꝛaper of 
8.13.14. 15. our Sauiour Chyilt,fd} all his, Iohn 17. Matth. 26. Luke 22. 23. 
15; 47. 1. But eſpecially did be often incultate that ſweet inuitation of dur 
of : r; Daufour : Come vnto me all you that trayell and be heauy laden, I 
Mat. 11.48. will eaſe you. But the vilſtcultie ſhe had lometimes to apply — 
; | general 


— — 
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generals vnto her owne ſoule in particular, made the caſe moze 
full ot anguiſh ce her ſelfe, and fearefall and lamentable to the 
ſtand ers by: Albeit ſhee acknowledged Gods Majeſtie, mercie, 
faichfulneſſe and truth; pet (till complained ſhe of her owne weak⸗ 
neſſe, and vnwozthineſſe, and could hardly appꝛopꝛiate each thing 
to her ſelle. | 

To helpe her ſomewhat here in (fo: pꝛoperly otherwiſe, it is 
the peculiar wozke of the holy Spitit of God, to perſwade the heart 
and ſoule of her particular intereſt in theſe generall pꝛomiſes) 
ſhe was told, that the Almighty who was mercifull, as ſhe had pꝛo⸗ 
ued, and faichfull, as ſhe confeſſed, intended all theſe mercies to as 
many as hee did call, and make pꝛomiſe to. And that hee called 
her ſhee mult niedes confeſle, both becauſe that then ſhee not onely 
her ſelle read, but heard others reade thoſe bleſſed wozds of God 
vnto her: and alſo fo2 that in fozmer times, ſhe had beene touched 
with the loue of Gad, and that his truth: and had well pꝛoſtted 
in the deteſtation of ſinne, and imifation of her Sauiour in a holy 
life. And foz the pꝛooke thereof, ſhee was wiſhed to remember in 
fozmer times her Baptiſine, her frequencing of Sermons, and often 
receining the moſt comfo2table repaſt of the holy Communion, her 
dayly, and alatoſt continuall exerciſe of reading, meditating, and 
praying, &c. Allo hee aſſured her, that neither the pꝛeſent agony 
the was in, noꝛ the ſpeẽches thenin that diſtreſle, tending to the ſig- 
niftcation of deſpatre, excozted from her, were any iuſ cauſes, why 
either ſhe, oꝛ any that heard her, ſhould indge fearefully of her, be⸗ 
cauſe all might ſee the fault was not in her will, as appeared by 
her pzapers, ronteſſtons, plaints, ſighs, tcares, and grones to God 
fo2 mercie, and full aſſurance in the blood of Chriſt; but in her 
judgement, not able at that time to diſcerne the wayes of the Al- 
mighty: And therein (he told her) ſhe was made conkezmable, not 
onelp to manpthe holy Saints of God, lob, leremy, David, and 
others moze, but alſo to her head, our Lozd and Sauiour Chriſt 


Ieſus, of whom wee reade, that ſome haue curſed the day of their lob. 31. &c. 


birth, and called for their end, and darkeneſſe to cover them: They 
haue beene as men without hope, and ſwallowed up in deſpaire: 
They haue cried, how the wrath of God hath tome them, and the 
terrors of the almighty haue fought againſt hem: They haue had 


no peace in theit ſoules, nor comfort in their conſciences, their pray- Pſal. 6. 3. 
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ers haue beene ſhut from God, their ſinnes haue beene terrible vnto 
them, crying that their iniquities had gone ouer their heads, and 
were a burden too heavy for them to beare : And they haue thought 
themſelues ſpectacles of ſhame and reproch, and as monſters unto 
men: They were grieved for the ſinnes oftheir parents, and com- 
plained that they were deſolate, forſaken, and moſt miſerable and 
wretched in the world; pet foz all this were they ſtill che deare 
childzen of God, as pou are this day. Nap (ſaich hee) Ipzapyore 
conſider, what coxments God inflicted vpon his deare Sonne on 
the Croſſe ; did hee not cry out, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me? Hecomplained, that his ſoule was heavy unto death; 
yet was he heard in that which he feared, and God beliuered him. 
Afcer this, bee read vnto her the 22 Pſalme, wherein David com⸗ 
plained partly of his olone, but pꝛincipallp of the moſt bitter ans 
guiſh which our Sauiour Chziſt endured, and ſuffered in body 
and ſoule, putting her in minde, that her caſe was not ſo bad as 
Davids,noz much vnlike our Saufours, who endured all that, and 
mote fo2 her; and therefoze ſhee had no cauſe to —＋ Chriſt 
had obtained bickozy, and would vndoubtedly bee- her, deli⸗ 
uer her, and eternally glozifte her with bimſelfe koꝛ euermme ; and 
ſa continnallp hee p20pouuded ta ber ſuch comfo2table nlates ot 
Scripture as might meet with ber infirmities, This greatly res 
kreſhed her, and gaue ber occaſton many times to call vpon Got, 
foz encreaſe of grace, and deliuerance from her grieuous temp⸗ 
tations : The which God of his accuſtomed goodneſſe vouchla⸗ 
fed, an Tueſday, about thzee aclocke in the afternoone, what time 
thee kelt her lelfe in very good meaſure deliuered from all her fozs 
mer feares and affiictions. But on Satyrdap next after, which 
was the dap befoze her death, ſhee was wholly releaſed, and filled 
with (ach inwardcomfoze, that ie greatly affected vs that ſam it 

This is che ſumme of that temptation which ſhee had; wherein 
what can any man ſee that might giue iuſt occaſion ta repoꝛt our 
Religion comfoztleſſe , oz the Gentlewoman died deſpairing : 
Thts we are ſure of, that to be without temptation is the greateſt 
temptation :as allo, that nothing befell her, which bath not befal- 
len che holieſt of the childzen of God. And ſhee that conſidered 
ber owne cozruption ( which how great it is inthe belt of Gods 
Saints, J need not lay) and bethought her ſelfe of the puniſh- 
ment 
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ment due thereunto, it God in tuſtice ould reward her; no mar 
uell if ſhe bzake out ſometime into heaute complaints. I make no 
queſtion it was the wozke of God in her, to ſuffer Satan to ac⸗ 
tuſe her, and afflict her for her ſinnes, that ſo ſhee might the better 
ſee them, and conſiver the hainouſneſſe of them, and bekoze her de⸗ 
parture repent ok them, and betake her wholly to Chriſt fo2 che 
ſauing of her ſoule. And it it pleaſed God thus to make her poſleſſe 
her ſins bekoꝛe ſhe died, let thoſe which neuer pet knew the weight 
of their linnes, be wiſe in time, and remember that hee ſhall neuer 
baue his ſinne foꝛgiuen, which firſt oꝛ laſt doth not vndergoe a holy 
deſpaire foz it, and acknowledge nothing to remaine in himſelfe, 
but matter of juvgement- and condemnation: and comfoze and e⸗ 
ternall life to flaw alone from Ieſus Chriſt, 
And as foꝛ choſe, which baue learned toſcoffe at the terrozs of 
Gods childzen, and to cenſtre ſuch as are at ſometimes caſt downe 
with feeling the anger of God againſt ſinne, let them conſider the 
bleſſed illue that God gaue to the troubles of this Gentlewoman, 
and let chem acknowledge his wozke in her. And if they will nor 
doe this, but pꝛoceed to traduce the dead, then let them call ta 
minde, thole of the Popiſh crue, 'and perſons of greater note 
among them, than this Genelewoman was, which haue died moſt 3 
fearefully indeed. Cardinall Szdelot, lacobus Latomus the Di- 24 © 
uinity Reader at Louaine, Hofmeſſer the Frier, Guarlacus, Bome- 5. 3904. "IE 
lius, Creſcentius the Cardinall, Stephen Gardiner Biſhop of Win- ag. 1 408, 
cheſter, and diners the bloudy perſecutozs in Queene Maries time, = Vance 
and ſome of the Popes themſelues, as namely, * Pope Sixtus , — 81 
Quintus of late peeres; all which died moſt fearefully and miſera⸗  ,;,, 
bly, and ſhewed manifeſt ſignes at their death, that their popiſh- perſons cor- 
_ uperſition was the condemnatton of their ſoules. And if they /in 
will iudge ol my religion by mp death, let them acknowledge their — * 
religion is che doctrine of deſperation, and that the truth and faith 5e — 4 
which mas able to fill che heart and tongue of this bleſſed Gen» Aller. hi- 
elewomau at her death, with ſuch heauenly comfozts, is the da⸗ i leſui- 
ctrine of Chzift, reuealed from heauen, that we might line aud 4 
dye in it. | ſſets downe 
0 | certai 
From Tueſday, till Mhitſon · euen, her comfoꝛt Nill increaſed, — of 
and temptations baniſhed away. She would then very cheare⸗ the leſuiter 
fullp tapne wich the company in p2aper, and ſinging 1 as — * 
| | octaſion? 
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try Abba father, was much in her mouth:: and che laſt woꝛds Ab 
ba father, ſhe would double oftentimes outr. She would ſing co 
ber lelle che laſt verſe ol the 13. Pſalme. 

I will give chankes unto the Lord, and praiſes to him ſing: 

Becauſe e hat heard my requeſt, and granted my wiſhing, , 

- Finally, in theſe an» fuch like exerciſes and medications, did. he 
ſpend the whole time of her fickneſſe, alter the Lozd hav once enlar- 
ged her heart from the tentations of Satan. | 5 
Vut vpen Saturday about eleuen ok the clocke ia the mozuing, Mey ; +, 

the Ld diſclofep himſelfe in merty, to her moze plentifully, than 
euer befoze, an as J mayſay, bee dealtfamiltarly with his hand- 
maid: fo2 from that time, to her verp death, which enſued the 
next day, the feeling of Satans temptations ſeemed quite to be ba⸗ 
uiſhed front her; ſo that che made no ſhew of them, her thoughts 
were not otctipied wich che wozlo, huſband, childe, oz any thing 
elſe, to our thinking; neither was her ſickneſſe croubleſome to 
her, as befo2e it had beene $ but as one raiſed from death to life,o2 
rauiſhed in ſpire, ſa ſeemed ſhee to vs that ood by: her countes 
nance foyfull : her tongue flowing with the pꝛalſes of God: and 
her vopce as molt heauenly muſlicke and melodp of peace, ſoun⸗ 
ding 29ile, and honour, and glozy to God in a wonderfull manner, 
25 weib. 


About eleuen of the clocke ſhee began to tremble and quake a 
litele, and wichall Hee aſked her huſband if he would helpe her „ 
with p2aper to God agaſult che fempter, ſaying, will you neither Brettegh, 
. noꝛ bꝛing ſome godly man that may put holy things Baud. Brer- 

to my minde, wheteby I may bee able to reſiſt Satan $ haning 70. 
thus laid, ſhee betered thele wozds: O Lord God of my ſaluation, pr ont 
Helpe my wealenefſe, plead thou my catiſe, O God of truth, for in dener, 
theo doc I truft; After this,they pꝛayed together, and ſhee anlwe⸗ 
red Arwen to euery petition. Then after this cher required him 
to reade ſome part of che Scripture : whereupon hee read vnts 
ber che 8. to che Romans, the 92. Plalme, and the 17. of Iohn, 
the which as he read, and came to the fourth verle, 1 haue finiſhed 
the worke which thou gaveſt me to doe, and now glorifie me: She 
vefirevhim to pauſe a while, and then ſaid, Blefſed be thy name, O 
bleſſed Saviour, perfect the worke I humbly beſeech thee which | 
thou haſt begun in me, Then as won the 9. verſe, I praynor| 

E 


: Hai. 27 I, 
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for the world, but for them which thou haſt given me, fortheyare 


thine : ſhe interrupted him againe, ſaying, O Lord Teſt, doſt thou 
pray for me? O bleſſed and ſweet Saviour, How, wopderfull ! how 


wonderfull ! how wonderfull are thy-mercies | Reade on faid ſhe, 


the bleſſedſt reading that I ever heard, the comfort whereof doth 
ſweeten my ſdule. Then readiag verſe: the 22. And the glorie 
which thou gaveſt mee, I haue given thera, that they may be one as 
we are one. With maruellous toy ſhe vttered the words of Da- 


vid manp times quer, I confeſſe before the Lord his loving kind- 


neſſe, ard his wonderfull workes before the ſonnes ofmen: for hee 
hath ſatisfied my ſoule, and filled my hungry ſoule with goodneſſe. 
Then he came to the 24. verſe, Father I will that they which thou 


haſt given me, be with me, euen where Iam, that they may be hold 


my glory, which. thou haſt given mee; Stay, ſaid ſhee, and let 


mee meditate an the goodnefle of the Lom, fox this is che ſwer⸗ 


teſt ſaying that euer came to mp ſoule.; fog nom A perceive and 
feele the countenance ok Chꝛiſt my redeemer is turned towards 
me, and the bꝛigbt⸗ſhining beames of his mercp is ſpꝛead ouer 
me: Oh happy am I that ever I was borne to ſee this bleſſęd day. 
Praiſe, O pzaiſe the Lozv, fox his mercies ; fo2 hee bath bzought 
mee out ofdarkeneſle, and the ſhadow of death; he hath deliyered 
my ſoule from the ſnare ofthe hunter, and hath taken me out ofthe 
denne of Liens, euen from the iawes of Leviathan, that piercing 
and crooked ſerpent, and hath let me ina place df reſt, and ſweet 


Halw.:oz refreſhing; z Ob praiſe the Lord, O. my ſoule, all that is wichia mee 
273,4. praiſe his holy name: my ſoule praiſe thou the Lord, and forget not 


all his benefits, which forgiveth all thine iniquitic s, and he 


— aſhes)to make me partaker of glory with Chriſt 2 


h all 
thine infirmities: which hath-redeemed thy life fromthe graye, and 
crowneth thee with mercy and compaſſion. This ſhet᷑ often. re- 
peated: And then: againe rejnembzing the 22. 

the 17. ol lohn, ſhee laid: O my ſweet Saviour, ſhall] 

_thee; as thou art one with thy Father? and,wiltchou 


o 1 ** ho « 


with that glory which thou haddeſt with. the Father before the 


world was 2: And doeſt thou ſo love me ( which grins du and 
nat am I poore 


— 


al-5.4+ wretch, chat thou art ſp miocdefulſ of me? Oh how wonderfull! 
how wonderfull! how wonderfull is thy, love! Oh ty love is un- 


L feele thy 
IMCICIES- 


ſpcakeable, that haſt dealt ſo graciouſly with mee! o 


nb 22. erte ot 


one with 


UMI 
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| of Miſtris Katherin Breitergh. © W* 
mercies, and oh that my tongue and heart were able to ſound fortly 
thy praiſes as Tought, and as I willingly would doe! oh that you 
all would helpe me to praiſe the holy one of Iſrael, the God of all 
conſolations! And thus foz the ſpace of ſiue houres together at the 
leaſt, thee continued praiſing and lauding the Lozd, with ſuch a 
gladſome- and heauenly countenance, teſtifying ſich inward ioy. 
fromthe comfoztable feeling of the mercies of God in her ſoule, and 
bling ſuch ſweet ſentences and ſugred phaſes of perfect and holy 
* eloquence, as the truth thereof, if it could haue beene taken, were 
admirable, continuing ſo many houres together ; ſome part 
whereof was this. 

Omy Lord, oh my God, bleſſed bee thy name for evermore, 
which haſt ſhewed me the path of life. Thou didſt, O Lord, hide Iſai. 54. 8. 
thy face from me for a little ſeaſon, but with everlaſting mercy, thou 5 
haſt had compaſſion on me: And now bleſſed Lord thy comforta- 
ble preſence is come, yea Lord, thou haſt had reſpect unto thy 
handmaid and art come with fulneſſe of joy, and abundance of con- 
ſolations: O bleſſed be thy name, O Lord my God. Then ſhee re⸗ F 
peatedpart ofthe 16. Palme, ſaying: The Lord is the portion of Pllw.6. 
mine inheritance, wherefore my heart is pad, and my tongue rejoy- 
ceth: Thou wilt ſhew mee the path of life : In thy preſence is ful. 
neſſe of joy. and at thy right hand there are pleaſures for evermore: 
Oh that I could therefore praiſe the Lord, as he is worthy to be prai- 
fed ! Iwill ſing to the Lord, I will ſing to the praiſe of che God of 
Iſrael: come, come (ſaith hte) and helpe me, O helpe me to praiſe Iudg. z. 3 
the Lord. And with that ſhee began to ling the third Pfalme,and 
Continged: to the end of the Pſalme, as perfectly, and with as 

t a voyce, as euer ſphe had befoze in her health ; and concluded 

wich the 49. verle of the ro6. Plalme. . 3h, 

- The Lord the Godofliracl, be bleſt for evermore: 

Let all the people ſay Amen, praiſe ye the Lord therefore. 

And alter this ſhee laid, O praiſe the Lord, for he hach filled mee pſal 16.6. 
with joy and gladneſſe of heart, and brought me from the gates of — 
hell, and of death: repeating that ot the 16. Palme, My line is 
fallen unto me in a pleaſant place: yea I haue a faite heritage, for the * 

Lord is the portion of mine inheritance : The place: where I now 

am, is ſweet and pleaſant: oh how pleaſant is the ſweet perſume cc 

the place here I lye! It is ſweeter mw Aarons compoſed vn Exo. 30. 23. 
tr _ 2 


kf, 


„ 48. ' 
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16 The Chriſtin life and death - 
e -<fpriccipall a | hon conforaicatie ene Ifeele ! tig 
Nee. 5. 4 like that odour that proce eee } char delights | 
my ſoule. The alt is = ei 4 Oh [6 ſweet 
it is! yea ſweeter 4 the — or the houy tombe. Let 
me therefore ſing againe, and againe unto my Lord, and my God. 
Then ſhe did ling the 19 Pſalme, beginning at the /. berſe, How 
perfect is the Law of God, &cc. and ſo on tothe end of the ſame. 
And after that ſpirituall reiopcing, in ſinging of Pſalmes, thee 
then pꝛayed vnto God faithfully, and p2apfed the Loꝛd againe fop- 
fully. And being fill full of theſe, and ſuch like heauenly conſo« 
lations, ſhe did ſing againe moſt heartilp, vntu the pꝛapſe a Bod the 
136. Pſalme, Praiſe ye the Lord fot he is good, for his mercy indu- 
reth fot euer: &c. In which Plalme, for his mercy endureth for 
x. wiliam euer, is 26. times repeated. A Chziltian friend comming in at 
Fox. the lame time, which was about lix of the clocke in the evening, 


oh they be 
Words: rd. And alter that, ſhee pzaped foz encrealt of faith; and 
againſt centacſons, 


35h, For. ilentfsz a while, unt maren ber to remember the Lo2d 
and that thee would ——— — ro 

courle ; whereupon ſhee anſwered wich a deligůtſame and 
full countenarice, andcomfoztable voyce z Oh (nv he) Ide, Idoe, 
Pla. 27. 5 for the Lord is my light, and my ſaluation, whomchen ſhall Tfeare > 
S igainſt me, yet my hatt ſhall not beafreid, 
Deus. 4-31 for the Lord ſaid, I will not leave theenor ſorſake thee, In- 
deed, I ſhould verily have f 
we 13 . 


lal. 108.1 
„ my henatt is read 
Plobk4ar, Et uche Hare: 
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f Miſtris Katherin Brettergh, 17 
living God. When Lord, when ſhall I come and appeare before thy 
— 7 d. ref ner ther, Lord, fith it bath pleaſed thee n 
mY eparemy heart, w ether to life or death, thy will be done, dif. Brertergb. 
5 mere, glory, 1am thine Lord, worke thy bleſ- 
ä 2 — will upon me. And after this dee fell into 
a ſhozt dumber, and awaking ſaid, as the Spoule ſad unt Chzil 


4 


in the Canticles, Oh come kiſſe me with the kiſſes of thy mouth, 


Saviour be? Then one ſaid dnta her, alluding ta that place of . % For. 
John, Reuel. 3. 8. and pzaping that the Lozn would annoint her 
withehe epe-ſalue of 2 — that ſhee might ſee and behold his 
glozy. Co whom the anſwered, Mine e yes are opened, mine eyes 
are opened, though fora while they were cloſed up and ſhut; yet 
now Ithanke my God, mine eyes are opened and I doe ſeele and ſee 
theeyerlivivg mercies of my Chriſt: (aping then further as it is in 


the 27. Palme. Thou ſaidit, ſeeke my face ; my heart anſwered to Pal 27. 


from me, nor caſt thy ſeruant away in diſpleaſure, thou haſt beene 

ö my ſuccour, leaue me not, nor forſake me, O God of my ſaluation. * 
2 being willed to cammit her ſoule into the bands of Chzitt, 51,708, 
the ſaſd 2 O Lord leſus, thou haſt redeemed me, pleade thou my Pal. . 3 

eaſe, for into thy hands alone doe I comtnit my ſpitit, O thou God 

of truth. And then feeling moze top to abs und, one pꝛaplſing God 

with her fo2 his great mercies ſhewed toward her, ſhee further * 
ſaid : I give thee thanks O Father, Lord of heauen and earth, becauſe — a. 

thou halt hid theſe things fromthe wiſe, and men oſunderſtanding, 55555 
and haſt opened them unto me thy poore handmaid, which am but 

Aàluſt and aſhes, O how mercifull and marvellous gracious art thou % Fos 
* unto me! yea Lord, Ifelethy mercy, and I am aſſured of thy loue,  * 

and ſo certaineam I chereof, as thou art the God of truth, cuen ſo 

fixe doe I know my ſelfe to beethine, O Lord my God; andthis pfl. 

ſoule knoweth right well. and this wy ſoule knowerhrighe well? 1, 

which lprech ol her alCurance ſhe often repeated. Pzeſently after lin 

thisſitting vp in her ehatre, ſhe lung the fourth Plalme; and then — 

being laid downs againe in her bed, the confidently ſpake chele 79; 25: 
1020s 3 I am ſure that my redeemer liveth, and that I ſhall ſee him, 7 

| K the laſt E ſhall behold: and 

2 myskn, wormes dcfiroy 2 body, pet ſhall Ly 
| _ 3 0 


for thy loue is better than wine; Oh how ſweet the kiſſes of my Cant. 1. r. 


thee, O Lord, I will ſeeke thy face. O hide not therefore thy face 8.95 
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19 The Chriſtian lite and death 
God in my fleſh wicht le Eyes, and none other. ane. h. 1 8 
Chen came in to lee her toward euening: Welter Wilkain Hae: 
NM. villiew riſon the Pzeacher, p2apling God fox her concinuance, in that her 
Herriſos. toyfull and moft happy courſe : and perſwading her to an holy 
Beate, perleueraneꝛ in the ſame, thee thanked him, and deſired himto re- - 
ll. For. topte in Chit with her, and to pꝛaiſe Godfox-his metries to her, 
2. n ald ſaid. O Maſter Harriſon, my ſoule hath beene compaſſed abbut 
Bretrergh, vvich terrors of death, feare within, and feat without, the ſotrowes 
Ew 4 of hell were upon mee, knots and knorres were upon my ſoule, 
4% (which twice 02 thꝛite thee repeated) and a roaring wilderneſſe of 
woe was within me; but bleſſed, bleſſed, blefſed bes the Lord my 
. God, who hath not left me comfortleſſe, but like a good ſbepheard, 
Plalm. 23. hath he brought mee into a place of gelt euen to the ſweet running 
2. 3+ waters of life, that low out of the Sanctuary of God, and he hath 
lead mee into che greene paſtures, where I am fed, and exceedingly 
2 comforted: yea, hee hath reſtored my ſoule, and lead me into the 
3+ Pſal.147, plaine and eaſie paths 'of tiphteouſneſſes The way thüt nom I goe 
tn 14. in, is a ſweet and eaſie way, ſtrowed with flowets, and as — 
die way; yea, it is more eaſie and ſoft than the ſand; for Igoe and 
tread upon wfieat, euen upon the fineſt flower of wheate's Oh bleſ- 
fed be tlie Lord; O bleſſed be the Lord, that hath thus comforted 
me, and hath brought me now to a place, more ſweet unto nice, dum 
the Garden of Eden. Oh the joy ! che joy! the delightſome joy 
that Ifeele! Oh how wonderfull, how wonderfull, how er- 
full is this joy! O praiſe the Lord for his mercies, and for this joy, 
which my ſoule feeleth full well, praiſe his name for evermore. Aud 
1 theſe pales of God, thee ſounded fozth, like Dayidsharmonie, 
= — being i indued with Davids ſpirit, eo the pzatle of the eternall and 
— mertifull God, continuing all night in ſuch like pꝛapers and 
ward, p2ayſes to God, except ſome ſmall time, that hee was fifent and 
quiet. Maſter Harriſon pzaped twice with herthateuening, as al⸗ 
ſo inthe mozning (being Wihitlunday. J After dee hav'p2ayedonce 
with her, going then toward his publikeeharge; tee ſent fox bins 
to pꝛäp once mote with her befoze he weut, which be vip; ke th 
Ar bear and gladueſſe of heart; both ö her, and alteþer werepreſent2 u 
22 ſo ehe a _ ber, and departed. — 0 we 
Wi. Fox. 02 two came pꝛe p 
bauer. a ns ar or i wh were with her arthe time = 
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of Miſtris Katherin Brettergh. 19 

bet death, and often pꝛapen with her that fozenoone , ſhee ill 7,4, bret 
abounding in ſpirituall comfoꝛes and con ſolations: ſomel imes as gh. * 
ane awaking out of fleepe, he would ſay, che Lord was her kee- Ham 
pers and deliverer. Againe, one ſaping vnto her, the Lozd bleſſe ponent 4. 


pon: Tes, (nid ſhe) and the Lord Jeſusbleſſe us all. And ſo ſesming 570 Bere 


to flexpe a little while, and awaking againe (hee laid: Lord I gb. 
truſtrin thee, haue mercy upon me, giue me ſtrength to praiſethee: Af 
defend and preſerue me in the houre of tentation, and lay no more Scholaſtica 
upon mee, than thou wilt enable me to beare. Afterwards being * 
d; bf hee would haue them ioyne in-pzaper together againe coatoncr. 
with ber . © yes (Lais hee) for Chriſts fake I deſire it: ſäping ad divers 


thus to her ſelfe: Heare O Lord, and haue mercy upon me: Lord, Toe. 
bee thou my helper: thou haſt looſed my ſacke, aud girded me 8 
with gladneſſe : therefore will I praiſe thee, O Lord my-Ged.; 1 .* * 
| will give thanks to thee for evermore. With that, all that were 
preſentdid iopne in pꝛayer with her, and in concluſion: vſing. the 

Lords prayer, which ſhe ſaid with them, to thine is thy kingdome ; 
& her ſtrength then being gone, her tongue failed her, and ſo thee lay 
. lent ko; a while, euery one iudging her then to be neere death, 

her ſtrength and ſpeech failing her: pet after a while lifting vp 

her epes with a ſweet countenance aud ſtill voyce, ſaid: My war- 1 
fare is accompliſhed, and my iniquities are pardoned. Lord, whom — 
haue I in Heauen but thee? and I haue none in earch but thee: my 23.26. 
fleſhfaileth, and my heart alſo, but God is the ſtrength ofmy heart, 

and my portion for ever. He that preſerueth Iacob, and defendeth 

his Iſrael, he is my God, and will guide me unto death: guide mee 

O Lord my God, and ſuffer me not to faint, but keepe my ſoule in 

faferie. And with that ſhee pzelently fell alleepe in the Low, paſ* 

ling away in peace, without any mation of body at all; and ſo 

peelded vp the Ghoff, a \weet Sabbaths ſacrifice about foure of 

the clocke in the afternoone, on Whitſunday , being the laſt of 

May, 1601. | 

This was the death of that vertuous Gentlewoman, happily 

dying in che Loꝛd, and reaping the benefic of a holy pꝛofelſion: 
wherein wee cannot but acknowledge andreuerence the mercie of 

God, who in our greateſt infirmitie makes his grace to ſhine moſt 

tlearely. A ſure teſtimonp of the truth of our pzofeſſion, ſeruing 

to incourage bs therein, and tomoue vg to a godly life. it mut 


r 

2 "P = - 
Rv 
8 * 
oe \ 


Fad * * 


5 „ 
83 n . 
4 


4413 


* 35 . * 0 
5 *> * * 
4 — — « 
n ; 
* . 8 Lg 
"ok 
„ 
r 
1 . 2 yay Wat F 
» OPM 0 ELD 
r 


r 
14 % Wy 


JMI 


a » al 2 
4 * 
* 
5 bs : \ N ; a 4 I þ ; 
9 "44 ay 7 * <- + # ve Get ** 3 N 
* r * wh r — nk e 


N * —4 r * A A - "3... F% 3% 7 bg k N 6 g . 2 * © A; 8 ; 
e er adn hes 1 pay, N CREE. | 


k OD 7 [7 - , n . W- FL - . / 4 ö 


3 


8 CEE SAIF Ies VT» nl 


Woo a Labs AL — - 


WALES. aut. 


"#3 4s + 


* 
Ns 7228 *, 


r 


